PROTOCOL 3 - ELECTED MEMBER INVOLVEMENT IN
PRE-APPLICATION DISCUSSIONS

Background

West Dunbartonshire Council is committed to engaging with developers at the
pre-application stage. This Council has agreed procedures for elected member involvement
in the pre-application stages of major development proposals. Recently, the Scottish
Government has issued guidance on the role of Councillors in pre-application discussions,
Councillors are encouraged to engage at the pre-application stage and to add value to the
process while continuing to act within the terms of the Councillors Code of Conduct.

Purpose

To engage Councillors at the pre-application stage on major and complex developments
that are key to the Council's strategic priorities and objectives. Appropriate local
development may also benefit from this process.

Role

To allow early engagement with elected members to identify key and significant local
issues at an early stage of the planning process rather than only emerging in the course of
a planning application.

Function

To achieve high quality development as efficiently and effectively as possible by engaging
elected members at an early stage.

+ To better inform Councillors of development that would be subsequently presented
to Planning Committee;

« To give a degree of certainty and confidence to developers by identifying key and
local issues earlier;

+ To reduce abortive costs by failed applications or redesign work;
To assist officers to negotiate on key issues;

= To foster greater efficiency in the processing of the subsequent application.
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What you can expect of us:

Offered for all major or complex development or other local development which we
would consider would benefit from early input from elected members;

® Consistent and transparent procedure for involving all elected members;

® Ensuring that pre-application meeting is arranged for the earliest date at the end of a
Planning Committee meeting or & Special Meeting held;

® Briefing note prepared by officers of the main issues and development policies and
circulated before the meeting;

e Invitation to all elected members to the presentation;

® Opportunity to hear from the elected members directly;

& (Clearly identified on the agenda of Planning Committes or Special Meeting as different
from other items;

® Flected members being open-minded to all matenal considerations and are prepared to
change their views if persuaded they should;
Meeting will be minuted and will be available publicly;
Advised of all the relevant procedures. With procedures reqularly reviewed to ensure
openness and accountability,

What we expect of you:
Openness and transparency regarding your development proposal;

® Commitment to provide as much information at this early stage;

® Opportunity to make a short presentation of draft proposals;

e Commitment to give weight and consideration to issues raised by elected members.

Contact

If you require more information about this service please contact:

Pamela Clifford

Planning and Building Standards Manager
Council Offices

Rosebery Place

Clydebank

G81 1TG

Tel no: 01389 73 8656
Email: pamela.clifford@west-dunbarton.gov.uk






